Rental Qualification Guidelines

What’s Normal, What’s Not, and What to Prep Before You Apply

Before you fall in love with a rental, there’s one thing you’ll need to pass first: the qualification
process. Here’s what most landlords and property managers are looking for — what’s standard,

what’s suspicious, and how to apply with confidence.

["4 What’s Normal in the Screening

Process
Most landlords or property managers will check:

Income:Expect to show proof that you
earn 2.5x-3x the monthly rent (before
taxes).

Credit Score:600+ is often the
benchmark, but some places accept lower
scores with additional deposit or cosigner.
Rental History:References or contact info

I What’s Not Normal — AKA, Red
Flags
Some things you should question:

Vague screening criteria:No clear
guidelines about what they’re looking for.
Unusual document requests:If they ask for
your social media logins, medical info, or
anything overly personal, hit pause.
Excessive fees upfront.A small application
fee is normal — but if it feels high and

from past landlords, or verification of rent
payment history.

e Background Check:Criminal record, prior )
evictions, or recent bankruptcies may be
considered — policies vary.

e Employment Verification:Usually 2—-3
recent pay stubs, or an offer letter if you're
starting a new job.

there’s no transparency, proceed with
caution.

Instant approvals or rejections with no
explanation:Qualification should follow a
process, not a vibe.

What to Have Ready Before You Apply
Being prepared speeds things up and makes a strong first impression. Have these documents handy:
v/ Government-issued ID (driver’s license or passport)
v/ 2-3 recent pay stubs or other proof of income
v/ Offer letter (if recently hired)
v/ Bank statements (if self-employed)
v/ Previous landlord contact info or rental references

~~ Bonus Tip: Timing Matters
Rental markets move fast — and if you’re not ready when the right place pops up, you might miss out.
Having your documents prepped puts you ahead of the pack.

» Final Thought
There’s no single standard for rental qualifications — but that doesn’t mean it has to be a mystery.
Ask questions. Stay prepared. And protect yourself from the weird stuff.

Rent Smarter. Live Better.
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